1869-72-]        INDIAN STATE RAILWAYS.                285

opened for traffic in a little over three years, from the
end of 1871 to the beginning of 1875. The general
progress of Indian railways under Lord Mayo's rule
may be gathered from the fact that, while the sixteen
preceding years had left a total of 3946 miles open at
the end of 1868, the end of 1871 left an actual mile-
age of 5073J miles. The mileage of Indian railways
increased by more than twenty-five per cent, during
his three years of office. While, therefore, the Earl
of Mayo inaugurated a new system of railways for
India, he vigorously carried forward the schemes
which he had inherited from his predecessors.

The comparison between the cost of Guaranteed
and of State Railways as above given is not, however,
quite a fair one. For although it accuiataly states
the expense of the two systems to the Indian Govern-
ment, it compares lines of different intrinsic value.
The Guaranteed Railways were made on the 5 feet 6
inch gauge, or nearly a foot broader than that of the
English lines. Several of the State Railways have
been made on a narrower gauge of 3 feet 3 inches.
Their permanent way is less solid, their rails and their
rolling stock lighter; and a large part of the saving
is due to these causes, irrespective of their more
economical construction. The change thus effected
in, India, from the old 5 feet 6 inch gauge of the
Guaranteed Railways to the new 3 feet 3 inch gauge of
the State Railways, has been very fully discussed by
engineers and others better qualified to speak of it
than I am. I therefore do not venture on any remarks
of my own, but merely reproduce as briefly as possible